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STATEMENT OF KEVfN BOWDITCH 

ADDRESS: 

D.0.B: 

I. An overview of your involvement with the Jehovah's Witnesses Church, including bu l 
not limited to an overview of: 
(a) the congregations you have attended; 
(b) any roles you have held within the Chu rch; and 
(c) your role as a n elder in the Marceba Congregation. 

1.1. J was baptized as one of JehovaJ1·s Witnesses in 1964. 

1.2. Between 1964 and l969 I attended Mareeba Congregation. where r was appointed as a 
ministerial servant in J 968. 

1.3. Between 1969 and 1976 r attended Bowen Congregation. 

1.4. I was appointed as an elder some time in the 1970's, l do not recall exactly when. 

1.5. Between 1976 and 1994 I attended Mareeba Congregation and served there as an elder. 

1.6. From 1994 to the present I have served as an elder i11 Mossman Congregation apart 
from a period from 1994 to 1998. 

2. Your knowledge and understanding of the systems, policies and procedures in place 
within the Jehovah's Witness Church between l988 and 2000 to; 

(a) respond to a llegations or complaints of child sexual abuse made within the 
Chu rch; 

(b) prevent child sexua l abuse within the Church; 
including but not limited to, your understanding of those systems, policies and 
procedures as they related to your role as an elder in the Church. 

2.1. A II complaints were taken seriously and where possible acted on right away. 

2.2. Two elders investigated the allegation, and when they found it had any substance, the 
body of elders appointed a judicial committee of three elders to deal witJ1 the 
wrongdoing. · 

2.3. If the judicial committee found that the wrongdoer was repentant, he would 
immediately lose any privileges (such as serving as an elder or ministerial servant) ru1d 
would be allowed no role where he could have contact with children. The wrongdoer 
would be reproved and this would be announced to the congregation. 

2.4. [n speaking with a victim who was a child, the elders always made sure the innocent 
parent was present. 
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2.5. If the judicial committee formed the view that the wrongdoer was not repentant. he 
would be dis fe llowshipped from the congregation. TI1e disfellowshipping would be 
announced to the congregation. Other members of the congregation would then not 
associate with him. 

2.6. I recall that earlier the reasons for the disfellowshipping or reproof would also be 
announced, but by the end of the I 970 's the reasons were no longer announced. 

2.7. The elders would also privately inform parents with children when a case of child 
sexual abuse was established, that they should exercise vigilance with their children 
and not nllow them contact with the abuser. because of the potential danger he posed. 

2.8. All members of the congregation were infonned from time to time that they were 
responsible to inform the elders of cases of wrongdoing they were aware or. if the 
wrongdoer would not come forward himself. 

'.!.9. Jehovah ·s Witnesses also publish information in magazines and books for che public and 
congregation, warning of the dangers of child sexual abuse, how it can be identified. 
how to protect children from it. and how to support and assist victims. 

2. 10. Since the 1990.s, elders have been directed 10 contact the Branch in cases of child 
sexual abuse. for advice on their obligation to report to the authorities and on handling 
the case in the congregation. 

3. Any traini ng I hat you have received, participated in , and/or delivered in relation to 
responding to allegations, prevention, and/or identilicalion of child sexual abuse rior 
to and/or during your consideration of the allegat ions made by BCG iu 
1989. 

3. 1. Elders received training ar elders' schools. which were held every 2 or 3 years, in 
handling cases of serious wrongdoing including child sexual abuse. 

3.2. Elders also received a11icles and leners from time lo time from lhe Branch Office which 
assisted us in dealing with such cases. 

3.3. From about the 1990.s the elders received specific direction and ins!ruction in handling 
cases of child sexual abuse. We received this direccion and instruction at elders' 
schools and in letters from the Branch. 

3.4. Our magazine articles {\Vatchcower and Awake) also provided training. as I have slated 
at paragraph 2.9 above . 

.J. A summary of your experience, both prior to and since the allegations made by ._~_c_G __ 

~CG in 1989, of responding to allegations of child sexual ab use wil hin lhc 
C 1urch. 

4. 1. Apart from ~BCG I case, r have been involved in about 4 judicial 
commitlees dealing with allegations of child s~xual abuse. 

4.2. In I of these cases the abuser was repentant and was reproved, losl all privileges and as 
far as I know was never reappointed as an elder or ministerifll servant. 

4.3. In 3 of these cases the abuser was unrepentant and was cl is fe llowshipped. 
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~ T he response or the Ma reeba Congregation to allegations or child sexual ab use made by 
BCG _J in relation to jecH )in or arou nd l989, with specific 
reference to: 

{;I) when, and in what circumstances, you became aware of the alleged abuse; 
(h) any correspondence, including the substa nce of that correspondence, that you, 

alone and/or togeth er with any other member of the Mareeba Congregation, 
had with the Legal and/or Service Dep:utm en ts of Watchtower Australia after 
you became aware of tbe alleged abuse; 

(c) any <tiscussions or meetings that you, alone and/or together with any other 
member of the Ma reeba Congregation, were in volved in, including the 
substance of th ose djscussions or meetings, with any r erson about the alleged 
abuse, including but not limited to any discussions or meetings witb: 
i) BCG 
ii) BCH 

.1.1. ·n1e case oflBCH I took place about 16 years ago and I do11 ·1 recall the exact 
sequence of events or the details. 

4.2. I was in Mareeba Con!,'fegation when the lffd'*''! tamily moved there. some) ears 
before the allegations were raised. My fami ly and I soon became friends with the 

famil . We had children of a similar age. I have a daughter a bit younger 
and the 2 of lhem were friends. 

4.3. As I recall. ~ame before a judicial comminee for carr)1iJ1g on an inappropriate 
relmionshif) with h married sister in the congregation. and resisting the counsel of Lhe 
elders and lying to them when confronted with his conduct. The committee consisted 
of Ron de Rooy. Dino Ali and myself. 

•1.4.IBCH I 1el1 his fami ly at this time and BCG moved into my home for a tew 
months. She was engaged to BCJ -o-c-.~1~e -~1~me. My daughter was living at 
home at this Lime. ....__ ____ __, 

4.5. M family and ! helpedlBCI ~CG 1·s mother) and the other 6 
: 

1 
• children find a home to live 111, an nerped them move in.~said she 

cou n r ear to stay in the family home any more. My family and I~ 
~I -iand the children over for meals and to spend time with us at this time. 

4.6JBCGI married iB~J ~ few months later. She asked me to give her away al her 
~- My fanu y and I helped her with her wedding plans and organization. We 
contributed to the cost of the wedding. We wanted to give her the best we could. 

4.7. Around the time sh~d into my home.[BCG =1disclosed to me and (I think) Dino 
Ali that her futher~had been abusing her sexually "hen she was a child. Her first 
disclosure to me was vague bur was enough to r::iise my suspicions. As I recall, 

[BCG I revealed more derails bit by bit over time. with support from BCJ who I 
recai~s very supportive of her. I and the other elders on the committee 1 not push 
~CG ~but allowed her to revea l the information in her own time. 

·l.R. The judicial committee in formed jBCH I of the allegations but he strongly denied them 
at first and was quite verba lly aggressive toward BCG ~e committee hearing r 
recall his body language was physically threatening an~CG Jappeared frightened 
of him. 
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4.9. On further questioning by the judicial commirtee.IBCHlsaid he cou ld see her side but it 
was not his intent to molest her. He said because~upbringing by an Eastern 
European father he had become a disciplinarian. 

4. to. I recalJ the judicial conun ittee had discussions with other members of the1dd1M111d1! 
family but I cannot remember the details. One thing I recall tellingl8CJ J 
was thatlBCG I would need a lot of support. 

4. 11. We as a Committee informed the Service Department at the Branch that we had 
disfellowshippedjBCH I· I cannot remember the details of that or any other 
correspondence. 

•U zjBCH r ppealed the disfellowshipping. Atthe appeal commiltee hearing. 
when confronted with!BCGl's allegations against him. he eventually agreed with 
them. saying ' ·Yes. yeillioa6 it, let's get this over with." 

4. 13. The appeal committee confirmed the decision to clisfellowship ~ls_c_H ____ ~ 

s. The decision of the Elders in the Ma recba Congregation to disfellowsbiplBCH 
IBCH lin 1989 and the reasons for that decision. ,____ _ _, 

s. 1. The decision to disfellowship BCH vas based on his immoral relationship 
with another woman and leavmg us w1 e an family, and his lying about tl1 is to the 
elders. I recall also that we felt the sexual abuse had been established. The appeal 
committee confirmed the decision to disfellowship him. Both committees found that 
he was unrepentant. 

6. The decision of tbe Elders in the Mareeba Congregation to reinstate j ~B_c_H ____ ~jin 
1992 ancl the reasons for that decision. 

6.1. I do not recall as I was not involved in this decision. 

7. Your knowledge of any correspondeuce between the Mareeba Congregation and any 
other Congregation and/or Watchtower Australia relating to the a llegations of child 
sexual abuse made bylBCG I 

7. 1. I cannot recall the details of such correspondence. 

&. Your knowledge and/or understa nding of any specific systems aud/or procedu res that 
the body of elders in the Mareeba Congregation pu t in place in relation to IBCH I 

IBCH ts contact with children while he was a member of the Ma reeba 
Congregation. 

8. 1. The congregation was informed thatlBCH lhad been disfellowshipped but not 
the reasons for thisJBCHIJeft Mareeba Congregation very soon after this 
announcement. L_J 

iu. I do not recall any speci fie measures put in place at the time. 

9. Your involvement, if auy with the Queensland Police in rela tion to th eir investigation of 
IBCH f 
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9.1. T gave a statement to the Police and was pleased lo do so. 

92. T recaU the police also subpoenaed the congregation records. We had notes concerning 
IBCH Is original committee hearing and provided these Lo the police. 

10. Yo ur involvement, if any, in the crimina l proceedings againsl ~IB_C_H ____ ~ 

JO.I. l gave evidence in court against[BCHlat 3 t rials concerning the sexual nbuse of 
~BCG I l recnll tlte other cldcr~vc<.I in t lte committee heari ngs gave 
evidence al the firs t trial. 

IC>.2. I recall that the first 2 trials were mistrials but at the third triallBCH I was found guilty 
of the abuse and was convicted. 

ICl.3. I was happy to give evidence for the Crown at each Lrial. 
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